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As Volkswagen’s problems mount over its diesel-
emissions deception, class action complaints by
irate customers are multiplying like vehicles at
rush hour.

One of the latest was led Wednesday in federal
court in Kansas City, Kansas, by Jared
Bustamante and Jessie Fox, Kansas City
residents, who say they purchased a 2015 Golf
SportWagen TDI at Bud Brown Volkswagen less
than a month ago.
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Two Kansas City residents who bought a 2015 Golf

SportWagen of the kind pictured here have filed a class action

lawsuit against Volkswagen following the disclosure that

some of its diesel cars were designed to circumvent emissions

tests.

Donate (http://bit.ly/1bekpc4) (/)

http://radiobookmark.com/listener-interactive/webplayer/#/fullscreen/station/Bp3xZ92Vntm56KwR
http://kcur.org/people/dan-margolies
http://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tinyurl.com%2Fox5y6x5&text=Class%20Action%20Lawsuits%20Against%20Volkswagen%20Spread%20To%20Kansas%20City
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BWx4we6sFVsEblqdspr6duA7Fz9-HBgAAABABIN3Glxw4AFiF0sCR4QFgg63jhaAcsgEIa2N1ci5vcme6AQlnZnBfaW1hZ2XIAQLaAVBodHRwOi8va2N1ci5vcmcvcG9zdC9jbGFzcy1hY3Rpb24tbGF3c3VpdHMtYWdhaW5zdC12b2xrc3dhZ2VuLXNwcmVhZC1rYW5zYXMtY2l0ecACAuACAOoCFi81MzQyODIxL0tDVVJfbWVkaXVtXzH4AoTSHoADAZADhAeYA6QDqAMByAOZBOAEAZAGAaAGFNgHAQ&num=0&cid=5Gj4yRRlZWQ62qiUW-U5X6Z0&sig=AOD64_2qjjo683M1lMcpzXkjYnlL_S3Pqw&client=ca-pub-4904690397212944&adurl=http://www.umkc.edu/
http://mediad.publicbroadcasting.net/p/kcur/files/styles/x_large/public/201509/VW_1.JPG
http://bit.ly/1bekpc4
http://kcur.org/


They bought it “because they believed it was
environmentally friendly without having to

sacri ce performance,” the complaint states. Had they known the emissions data was false and the
vehicle “was rigged to cheat the emission tests, they would not have purchased this vehicle.”

“They’re friends of ours and approached me and said, ‘What the hell am I going to do? I just bought
this car,’” says Jeffrey S. Lawrence, one of the lawyers representing Bustamante and Fox. “So we just
went off to the races.”

The complaint, which seeks class action status on behalf of affected Volkswagen vehicles as of Sept.
21, seeks unspeci ed damages for fraud, violation of the Kansas Consumer Protection Act and
breach of express and implied warranties.

At least 25 class actions had been led across the country against Volkswagen as of Tuesday,
according to Reuters. The news agency reported that the rst was led by a well-known class
action law rm in Seattle on behalf of David Fiol, a personal injury lawyer in San Francisco.

Typically, class actions arising from the same event are consolidated in one court, which then
chooses lead counsel to represent the plaintiffs. Because lead counsel collects the largest share of
fees resulting from any settlement or verdict, oftentimes there’s a race to the courthouse as
lawyers vie for the role.

“Watching the various plaintiffs’ rms compete and try to outmaneuver each other is sometimes
great theater,” says Kansas City attorney Craig O’Dear of Bryan Cave, who frequently defends class
action cases.  

The KCK lawsuit was led by three small law rms, David R. Smith, P.C., Kapke & Willerth, and
Lawrence’s rm, Peiffer Rosca Wolf Abdullah Carr & Kane, which is based in New Orleans.

Volkswagen has admitted that 11 million of its diesel cars were equipped with software that
circumvented tests measuring emissions. The company has set aside $7.3 billion for costs related to

xing the problem and faces nes of up to $18 billion in the U.S. alone.

The company also faces criminal investigations in multiple jurisdictions as well as civil lawsuits, such
as the one led in Kansas City, Kansas, that could cost it additional billions.

“People like to use the phrase ‘bet-the-company-case,’ but this is the kind of case, in my view, from
just what I read in the press, that may really put the enterprise at risk,” O’Dear says.

Update: Another class action lawsuit was led against Volkswagen on Thursday by Independence resident
Zachary D. Gall. Gall is represented by the Independence law rm of Humphrey Farrington & McLain. The
suit was led in U.S. District Court for the Southern District of Iowa, the jurisdiction where Gall says he
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bought his 2011 Volkswagen Jetta. 

Dan Margolies, editor of the Heartland Health Monitor team, is based at KCUR.
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